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Identifying Groups to be included in Constructivist Cross-Country Dataset

1) Identify the languages spoken (>5% ) using Joshuaproject.net and include also languages that 
appear in Ethnologue.com with large enough population numbers.

a. Any language that is mentioned in any of the sources that is above the 5% population 
threshold should be automatically included. For the determination of the total population, 
World Bank (2008) is used.

b. Languages, whose speakers are more than 3% but less than 5%, should be provisionally 
included with a notation denoting that. The area expert will make the final judgment 
whether to include these.

c. Since the distinction between a language and a dialect is not at all clear, we include any 
language/dialect that is noted by any of these sources above the population cut-off. If 
dialects are included, also include in the list of languages the ‘mother language’ (so in the 
case of Malaysia, include both Hokkian and Chinese as languages; the Chinese ‘mother 
language’ should be included even if none of the dialects > 3% as long as the population 
speaking the ‘mother language’ is big enough).

2) Identify major religions using Joshuaproject.net and CIA World Factbook (with same >5%  and 
5%>x>3% thresholds as in languages sections 1a and 1b).

a. Since the distinction between a religion and a sect is not obvious, we include any 
religion/sect that is noted by the CIA Factbook (Joshuaproject should not be used for sects 
since its reporting for Christian sects is more detailed than for non-Christian sects). If sects 
are included, also include in the list of religions the ‘mother religion’ (so, in the Philippines 
include both Catholic and Christian as religions).

b. Conditions for deviating from the lists in JP and CIA (these deviations should be documented 
in the dataset):

i. If standard practice in the sociology literature, or in the government compiled data is to 
combine several separate religions under what ‘umbrella-definition’, these should be 
combined (for example, ‘indigenous religion’ can be used to denote a group of separate 
indigenous religions in Brazil)

3) Are there Geographical Origin or Racial Phenotype distinctions that are commonly used in this 
country?
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a. We don’t have a source for these. It will generally be up to the area expert to decide if 
geographical or racial distinctions should be added.

4) Did other sources identify groups that were not yet included? 

a. If at least two of Fearon (2003), Alesina et al. (2003), Cederman, Min and Wimmer (2009) 
and Parker (1997) mention a group, it should be included.

b. If the government counts that group in its official statistics and the group’s population>5% 
(or >3% for a tentative listing), it should also be included – that will be for the area expert to 
add.

c. If the group is economically or politically dominant, even if it is below the 5% threshold, it 
should also be included.

i. Criteria for economic dominance (either one): 

1. Income per capita, income per household, or wealth per household > 150% of the 
mean – that will be for the area expert to add.

2. Group is considered a market dominant minority by Chua (2003) or MAR (2005) as in 
the list compiled by Bezemer and Jong-A-Pin (2008).

ii. Criteria for political dominance: use Cederman, Min and Wimmer (2009)-political 
dominance is defined as: ‘monopoly’, ‘dominant’, or ‘senior partner’. 
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